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ALL PERSONS over the age of 2 are required 
to wear a mask AT ALL TIMES INDOORS.  

You are not required to wear a mask for 
outdoor ministries and activities. 

 

Read the Messenger online  
at godslovenewtown.org  
(click “Read the latest newsletter”) 
or scan this code with your phone. 

 

Dear Members and Friends of God’s Love, 

I am genuinely pleased with our congregation’s 
steadfast approach to emerging fall ministries. Yes, 
COVID-19 continues to lurk as a constant reality. But I 
continue to be inspired by the creativity and devotion 
shown, despite the needed protocols. Having said that, 
we need to keep the following things in mind as we 
move forward into the last quarter of the  
calendar year: 

1. Outdoor ministries and activities continue to be 
safer. Come and join the fun and joy of the Fall Festival on 
Saturday, September 25! 

2. Online worship: We will continue to provide an online option for 
worship every week. Our Worship Committee will be looking for 
creative ways for our different worshipping populations to 
interact. 

3. Masks: For all indoor worship services and activities, all persons 
above age 2 need to wear masks at all times. Hopefully, this will 
continue to enable singing and fellowship within reason. 

4. Distancing: Continue to be diligent about 
social distancing. During worship, please 
avoid sitting directly in front of or directly 
behind anyone outside your household. 
(Think “diagonal” seating instead.) For 
prolonged conversations and fellowship 
before or after worship, please use our 
beautiful outdoor spaces. 

5. Vaccine: Let us continue to encourage one 
another to get vaccinated and look for 
booster opportunities in the future. 

In all these matters, rest assured that our 
COVID team cultivates the latest data and 
trends to make monthly recommendations 
regarding the congregation’s ministry 
operations. Our leadership is doing its level 
best to navigate through this stressful time 
with truth and love. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Dan Whitener 

 

THIS SUNDAY, September 19 is Rally Day! 

Our official kickoff to the Sunday School year and an occasion for celebration. 

 

• Blessing of the Backpacks: Bring your backpack or school bag to worship (in 
person or online!) to receive a special blessing and gift. 

• Christian Education: Installation of teachers.  
• Program for Sunday School families “Growing in God’s Love:”  

Music, snacks, and a teacher meet-and-greet in Fellowship Hall at 10:00am. 
• High School Youth: Interest meeting for students and parents in the 

Lounge at 10:00am. 
   

Adult Faith & Life beginning in mid-October 
Sundays at 10:00am in the Lounge 

Our 2021 – 2022 program will begin with a six-week 
study entitled “Reading the Old Testament through 
Jewish Eyes.” We will look at the first five books of 
the Bible in the way Jesus would have studied 

them, with the guidance of a local rabbi. The study will highlight key 
scriptural themes of interest to Christians today.  

Classes will meet Sundays at 10:00am. Stay tuned for further details. 
 

Bible Book-of-the-Month 
The Book of Genesis 
September 27 at 7:00pm 

Read through at your own 
pace with the help of this 
reading guide during 
September and then join the 
ZOOM discussion led by 
Pastor Dan. 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
http://www.godslovenewtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Readers-Guide-for-Genesis-September-2021.pdf
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Fall Festival is Only 1 Week Away! 
Saturday, September 25 • 4:00pm – 7:00pm 

Join us for live music, dancing, singing, a balloon artist, a 
bubble machine, inflatable slide, pumpkin painting, lawn 
games and food trucks. Information about our church 
ministries will be on display. Tours will be conducted of the 
church and preschool. Healing prayer will be offered in the 
prayer garden. Bring your friends, neighbors, and family. 

We need YOU to help make this a 
success. Plan to attend and join in the 
fun. Spread the word and invite your 
friends and family. Volunteer to help 
that day by signing up ONLINE or in the 
Commons. We’re looking forward to this 
opportunity to connect with one 
another and the community! 

 

New Locks and Security 

The final rekeying of our doors has been 
completed and our new access system is 
operational. Doors will be open Sunday 
mornings as usual, but during weekday 
office and preschool hours, doors will be 

locked. To come in during these hours, please ring the new 
buzzer to the right of the entrance. Office staff can 
communicate through an intercom and unlock the doors 
remotely.  

Church volunteers who require regular access to the 
building or access at times other than during normal office 
hours or Sunday mornings, please contact the church office 
right away to discuss your specific needs. We will ask you to 
return your old key and leave a deposit for a new fob or 
access card if one is needed. Thank you for your patience 
during this transition. 

Sunday Worship Volunteers  

Some day (soon?) we will be gathering for a full worship 
experience, at our pre-pandemic levels of 
attendance.  Sunday mornings offer many ways to be 
involved.   

We are looking for NEW 
VOLUNTEERS, for both 
services, to join groups for altar 
guild, ushers, readers, 
communion assistants, 
liturgists and projectionists.  If 
you are looking for an 
opportunity to serve at God’s 

Love, all of these groups allow you to sign up according to 
your personal availability. 

For more information, contact Pastor Dan, Vicar Brandi, 
or Patti Levenberg (Chairperson, Worship Committee)  

HOPE Meals for OCTOBER 
Sign up here to donate food for our 
Wednesday bagged meals or 
provide a hot or cold meal for 
20 people for a Sunday Supper. 
Questions? Sandy Anthony 

September 2021 is the 
5th service anniversary 
of Bill Lafty, Director of 
Rejoice! God’s Love is 
blessed by his musical ministry here. 
Happy anniversary, Bill! 

The Ministry Resource 
Table in the Commons 
is stocked with books 
and resources available 
for loan. The theme for 
September is the Old 
Testament. Welcome. 

SEPTEMBER Collection: Christmas-at-Sea 
Cargo ship crew members face many dangers and 
spend long months at sea, often away from home 
and loved ones during the holidays.  

Port chaplains with the Seafarers International 
Christmas-at-Sea program deliver satchels of gifts 
to these hard-working people regardless of their 
faith or nationality. 

To participate in this collection, please pick up a satchel in the lobby 
and fill it with each of the following items: 

• Three Pairs of Socks (thermal or gym) 
• One T-Shirt (size M-L-XL) 
• One can of nuts, large bar of chocolate, or health snack bar 
• A Holiday or Christmas card from YOU! (blank cards in lobby) 
• Optional: One Sweatshirt—same size as the T-shirt 

Return filled bag to the church lobby by Sunday, September 26. 
Questions? Andy and Barb Senft or Sandy Anthony. 

 

For those who were hit particularly hard by Hurricane Ida and its aftermath, discrete assistance up 
to $500 per household is available for God’s Love members and their families through our Angels 
Among Us special fund. Please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Dan Whitener if you are in need 
of this kind of assistance. (See below for contact info.) 

Scripture Readings 
for September 26 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
The Lord’s spirit come 

 upon 70 elders 

James 5:13-20 
Prayer and anointing 

in the community 

Mark 9:38-50 
Warnings to those 
who obstruct faith 

 

Hand out this 
postcard to friends! 

 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
mailto:prdanw@verizon.net
mailto:VicarBrandi@gmail.com
mailto:gods_love@verizon.net
mailto:lcglnewtown@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ca5af2ba20-fall
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094CA5AF2BA20-octobers2
https://www.sihnyc.org/

